
 insiteatlanta.com • October 2015 • PG 15

Oct. 17-18th

Behind Brookhaven  
MARTA Station

On Apple Valley Road
Saturday from 10 AM – 6 PM
Sunday from 12 PM – 5 PM

BrookhavenArtsFestival.com

 insiteatlanta.com • August 2015 • PG 11

CHECK US OUT ON FACEBOOK! CD WAREHOUSE ATLANTA

DULUTH
Pleasant Hill

at Satellite Blvd
Behind IHOP
770-623-1552

TOWN CENTER
50 Barrett Parkway
at Bells Ferry Road 

next to Barnes & Noble
770-425-3472 

ROSWELL
10800 Alpharetta Hwy

At Mansell Road
770-518-3300

We pay Cash for 
your CD, Movie & 
Vinyl collections.

CDWAREHOUSEATL.COM

Atlanta
Best

of

2014

IN

sit
e Magazine’s

WINNER!

TM © 

The The The 
Broadway Broadway Broadway 
MusicalMusicalMusical

Broadway 
Musical

Broadway Broadway Broadway 
Musical

Broadway 
Musical

Broadway 
Musical

Broadway Broadway Broadway 
Musical

Broadway 

TM
 & 

© 
 N

ew
 Li

ne
 Pr

od
uc

tio
ns

, In
c. 

All
 rig

hts
 re

se
rve

d. 
Illu

str
ati

on
 by

 H
ug

h S
ym

e. 

FAMILY SERIES

FAN FAVORITES

BROADWAY’S BEST

PACKAGES START AT $107!
800.278.4447 • BroadwayInAtlanta.com

3-SHOW BROADWAY 
PACKAGES MADE FOR YOU 

EVERY LABOR DAY WEEKEND  
since 1987, thousands of Sci-Fi, fantasy, 
gaming and pop culture fans invade 

Atlanta for DragonCon. The venerable 
gathering, which envelopes five huge downtown 
hotels, features a mind-melting array of guests, 
games, contests, panels and a massive parade. 
This year features a diverse slate of guests from 
Star Wars (Peter Mayhew), Star Trek (Nichelle 
Nichols, Jonathan Frakes), The Muppets (Steve 
“Kermit” Whitmire, Carroll “Big Bird and 
Oscar” Spinney, Cheryl Henson), Dr. Who (Alex 
Kingston), Arrow (Katie Cassidy) and Hannibal 
(Scott Thompson). Perhaps one of the most 
anticipated vendors is Sara 
Frazetta, granddaughter of the 
late artist Frank Frazetta, widely 
considered the Grandfather 
of Fantasy Art. His legendary 
paintings depict a bilious 
and often unsettling world 
of statuesque, scantily-clad 
sirens, axe-wielding warriors 
and other menacing creatures. INsite caught up 
with the painter’s busy actress/model/voice-over 
specialist grandchild in Florida as she prepped 
her travelling Frazetta Girls display, a one-stop 
shoppe for art prints, t-shirts and personal 
stories from Sara and her sisters Brittany 
and Rachael.   

This will be your second visit to DragonCon. 
   Yes and last year was an awesome show. It’s our 
favorite of all the conventions we visit and the 
energy and everyone there, it’s all just amazing. 
I love learning new things and learning about 
other people’s interests and their hobbies and 
seeing just how passionate they all are about 
being involved in pop culture. 

Many of the attendees are huge fans of your 
grandfather’s art. What are your memories 
of him?
   I was the first grandchild out of eleven and 
he’d bring me to the studio, he would teach me 
about animals and about life. He would take me 
out on nature walks and now, looking back, it 
seemed like such a storybook tale. Up until I was 
about 14 or so I spent every summer with him. 
We were very close. He passed away in 2010, and 
still, to this day, I can’t believe he’s really gone. 

When did you first became aware of his art? 
   My first memory was the painting “Downward 
To The Earth” and I remember looking at it and 
at first it really freaked me out. But my uncle was 
really into the horror genre and fantasy and he 
owned and ran a costume shop in the Poconos 
so we were surrounded by fantasy imagery and 
all that. So I became a big fan and I became 
immune to it in a way. I just looked at it like, 
“Oh, these are interesting.”

The Egyptian Queen is another favorite of 
yours. When did you first see it?  
   It’s my favorite of all of his paintings. I 
remember looking at her when I was eight and 
I was like, “Oh my gosh!” But I didn’t really 
appreciate my grandfather as an artist until I was 
in my twenties. That’s when I really looked at the 
details and I still can’t believe that he could do 
some of these pieces in a night. 

Were the powerful women in his works an 
inspiration to you as a child? Did they become 
role models in a way? 

   Oh yeah, I remember thinking, “Why are 
they so curvy and I’m not? I want to be like 
them!” Eventually I took on that body shape 
because most of his women were inspired by my 
grandmother’s body. We all have the short legs 
and the curves and all. It’s funny when people 
see me, they’re like, “Oh you are a Frazetta girl!” 
I’m like, “Well, yeah.” 

Did it surprise you that the women were 
so exposed?
   I’ve always looked at the nudity and everything 
as just art. It really made me from an early age 
think nudity was no big deal. It’s a human body 
so why are we ashamed of it?

Let’s talk about the 
preservation of the legacy. 
When he died in 2010, 
certainly a lot of people wanted 
to get their hands on the 
Frazetta empire. 
   Yes, my mom and her siblings 
went through hell to come to a 
decision about what’s going to 

happen with the art. My grandmother did not 
have a living will and my grandfather, with his 
strokes near the end, wasn’t really there mentally 
enough to come to a decision of what to leave 
and how to do it. So we had attorneys coming up 
to us but we resolved to split it equitably. 

[Film director] Robert Rodriguez stepped in 
and offered help as well.
   He has been amazing. He has my mom’s 
collection in Texas and he does these pop-up 
galleries. He has been insuring the art, which is 
been so helpful, and just allowing people to see it 
in these amazing museum settings. 

What are the pros and cons of merchandising 
famous art? Obviously there’s a line you can’t 
cross with a great work, but people want to own 
a copy of it. How do you balance the supply 
and demand?
   We’re doing high-end art prints on textured 
paper and canvases and some apparel. Mainly 
we want to keep the art where art should 
be: hanging in your house. I’m not so much 
interested in making chess sets or coins because 
I think it kinda degrades the art when you show 
it on such a small scale. 

   DragonCon 2015 runs September 4-7 in the 
heart of downtown Atlanta. Membership prices 
include $50 for Sept. 5, $40 for Sept. 6, and 
$130 for all four days, through Aug. 21 at www.
dragoncon.org. Memberships for Sept. 4 ($40) 
and Sept. 7 ($30) are available at the door.
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BY LEE VALENTINE SMITH 
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ALL IN THE FAMILY 
The Granddaughter of Legendary Fantasy 
Artist Frank Frazetta Keeps His Legacy Alive     

THE LATEST DVD, BLU RAY & VOD RELEASES 

   
Love & Mercy (Lionsgate)
   Easily the best music-based biopic to come 
along in years, Love & Mercy focuses on the 
tragic period in the life of Beach Boys’ Brian 
Wilson when he was struggling with mental 
problems and under 
the control of Svengali 
Dr. Eugene Landy 
(played flawlessly evil 
by Paul Giamatti). Just 
about every role here is 
brilliantly cast; Elizabeth 
Banks plays one of her 
best roles yet as Melinda 
Lebetter, the woman 
who ultimately rescues 
Wilson. Also turning in 
a great performances are 
John Cusack as Wilson in 
the 1970s and Paul Dano 
as the younger Wilson. 
The movie is sentimental 
without being sappy and manages to show 
Wilson in an unbiased light – not always a 
given with biopics. Even if you were never a 
fan of Wilson or The Beach Boys, it’s still a 
fantastic movie about struggle, compassion 
and moving on.

All American High 
Revisited (Virgil Films)
   This 1987 documentary 
was never really considered 
a seminal film. It was 
selected for Sundance, 
seen by some and then 
forgotten. But with the 
release of American High 
Revisited the film gets a 
second chance. It shows 
what an average California 
high school in 1984 looked 
like, through the eyes of a 
foreign exchange student 
attending the school for 
a year. From the cliques 
(punks, metal heads and 
preppies) to the parties and, of course a 
trip to the mall, the film is a fun, nostalgic 
look at a high school that could have been a 
stand in for anywhere in U.S. at the time. The 
extra 10 minutes of the movie are priceless, 
as the director catches up with many of the 
students in the doc.    
    
The Seven Five (MPI Home Video)
   New York in 1980s, with the crack 
epidemic   hitting the city hard, was an 
urban hell. Crime was rampant, ODs were 

on the rise and drug dealers were flush with 
cash. It’s easy to see then how dirty cops 
could take advantage of the situation for 
so long, skimming money from the dealers 
and swiping product. The Seven Five looks 
into a slew of dirty cops at one notoriously 
corrupt East New York precinct. Through 
interviews with the guilty cops and a number 
of dealers, the doc tells the story of how one 
greedy officer, Michael Dowd, managed to 
get his partner and fellow cops in on the 

grift. A fascinating story of 
corruption told by those at 
that center of it.

Salad Days: A decade of 
Punk in Washington, DC 
(1980-90) (MVD)
   The 1980s were a boon 
for independent punk rock 
scenes in America as kids 
from the suburbs to the city 
realized they could start a 
band with little more than 
angst and a willingness to 
play loud music. Washington 
DC, thanks in part to the 
conservative Reagan and 

Bush administrations there, gave rise to one 
of the most exciting punk scenes at the time. 
Everyone from Minor Threat and Fugazi to 
The Bad Brains and Scream is covered here 
in great detail here. Director/writer Scott 

Crawford, a music journalist 
and musician from the DC 
music scene, was able to 
grab interviews from an 
impressive collection of punk 
rock royals (including Ian 
MacKaye, Henry Rollins, 
Dave Grohl, Thurston Moore 
and Kevin Seconds). With 
Salad Days, Crawford has 
pulled together one of the 
best punk docs in recent 
years.      

Texas Rising (Lionsgate)
   After countless bizarre 
alien-based TV shows, The 
History Channel finally 
decided to take itself 

seriously once again with the 10-episode 
drama Texas Rising. And despite some 
questionable playing around with facts, 
the series is solidly entertaining, thanks in 
large part to a talented cast that includes 
Ray Liotta, Brendan Frasier and Bill Paxton 
(playing the central character, Sam Houston). 
The show focuses on Houston and his fellow 
Texans as they fight to wrestle their territory 
away from Mexico in the 1800s. The show 
follows nicely on the heels of the network’s 
other fact-based drama Hatfields & McCoys. 
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BY BRET LOVE AND JOHN MOORE

FILM

insiteatlanta.com/bestofatlanta

CHOOSE  
YOUR  

WINNERS!
and Win  
Prizes for  

Voting


