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FUN & FORTUNE
Aries (March 21-April 19). Your deep-

est desire is to have the clarity to see
how to live your situation for the best
and highest good of all involved. Truly,
all you want for yourself is to live in the
way that lifts and supports the whole.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Small
temptations are more addictive than
they seem and should be avoided. The
minor dalliance that occurs daily is far
more destructive than the major indul-
gence that happens once every blue
moon.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). When you
can’t decide what to do, take yourself
out of the hot seat. Relax a minute. From
the perspective of a calm mind it will be
much easier to see what the next right
thing is.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Don’t skip
the first step, which is identifying the
problem correctly. Step two: Discerning
whose problem it really is. It is a waste
of time to chase solutions to the wrong
problems or the problems that are not
even yours.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Yes, there are
times when the long view of years helps
your perspective immensely, but today
it’s about the moments instead — milk-
ing the sweetness from each one. There
will be so much to savor.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Your dor-
mant talents will spring forward to han-
dle the task. It’s as though the work has
been placed before you by someone who
knows you even better than you know
yourself.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Your plan is
solid; now everything relies on the exe-
cution. Herculean efforts are not neces-
sary. Consistent efforts will win out.
Break it down. You’ll be surprised at
what you can do in just a few minutes ev-
ery day.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Saying
“yes” may be the only move you see that
makes any sense to you, but it also hap-
pens to be the wise move that will feed
your soul, fill your bank account and put
you in a better position tomorrow.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). When

you enter the room, it’s yours — at least
for the next minute. That’s the newcom-
er’s advantage, and you’d be silly not to
play it for all it’s worth today. What do
you want them to see in you?

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Maybe
there is no such thing as the perfect
mate, but there are many wonderful in-
dividuals who want to spend time with
you and will enhance your experience of
life in one way or another.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’ll
have a greater awareness of the mysti-
cal nature of daily life. There must be
more to this existence than the eye can
detect. Today begins a quest to see with
more than your eyes.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You don’t
have to assert social dominance in order
to have it. In fact, that posturing, bossy
person is likely feeling insecure, which
reads pretty clear. Your confidence is
quietly commanding.

Today’s birthday (July 31). If this so-
lar year were a movie, it would be cate-
gorized as an adventure, as a thrilling
journey dominates the action. There’s a
love interest too. Relationships become
more communicative and tender
through the next six weeks. There are
work challenges that are also opportuni-
ties to make more money in January. Li-
bra and Cancer adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 3, 29, 7, 13 and 42.

CELEBRITY PROFILES: J.K. Rowling
gave Harry Potter the same birthday as
hers, July 31, a day that will be celebrat-
ed for many reasons this year as it has
been chosen for releasing ‘’Harry Pot-
ter and the Cursed Child,’’ the much-
awaited eighth story in the series. Leos
have a reputation for being extremely
creative. Rowling also has very strong
Virgo energy in her natal chart, with her
moon, Mercury, Venus Uranus and Plu-
to all in this grounded, hardworking
sign.

HOROSCOPE

GAMES & SOLUTIONS

Amateur Night at City Hall: The Sto-
ry of Frank L. Rizzo (2016, MVD, unrated,
$20) Mayor Rizzo was well into his sec-
ond term as Philly mayor when he partic-
ipated in filmmaker Robert Mugge and
Heidi Trumbert’s fascinating 1978 docu-
mentary, which is available unedited on
DVD for the first time. The film digs
deep into Rizzo’s tenure as a policeman
and then police commissioner, making
note of his officers’ habit of arresting
hippies simply because Rizzo didn’t like
their looks. The politician’s uneasy rela-
tionship with the city’s African-Ameri-
can community is also explored. So how
did Rizzo rise so far so fast? He courted
the press in his early days, always plac-
ing himself at the center of important ar-
rests. “Amateur Night” chronicles the
reign of a man who, depending on your
politics, either kept Philly safe from
crime or trampled on citizens’ rights in
his quest for power.

Extras: none. 
Criminal (2016, Lionsgate, R, $30)

Here’s a movie so luridly far-fetched
that it stretches the bonds of reality and
yet it hurtles along with so much confi-
dence that it winds up being a devilishly
entertaining actioner. Kevin Costner
stars as Jericho Stewart, a psychopath
who’s drafted by a CIA chief (Gary Old-
man) into a freaky experiment. The
spooks, with help from a neuroscientist
(Tommy Lee Jones), inject into Jericho’s
consciousness the memories of a recent-
ly assassinated CIA agent (Ryan Rey-
nolds). Director Ariel Vroman makes the
outlandish premise fly while keeping the
action scenes blissfully free from digital
gimmicky. Best of all, Costner proves
he’s very good at being very bad.

Extras: music video, deleted scenes
and featurettes. 

The Boss (2016, Universal, R, $30)
This Melissa McCarthy vehicle feels
slapdash and disjointed, but she’s so fun-
ny, finding humor in bra straps, self-tan-
ners and sofa beds, that you’ll follow her
anywhere. McCarthy stars as invest-
ment guru Michelle Darnell, who, fol-
lowing a stint in prison, is forced to room
with her former assistant (Kristen Bell).
The plot is a shambles and poor Peter
Dinklage delivers a career-worst perfor-
mance as Melissa’s rival/lover. But Mc-
Carthy (who co-wrote the script with
husband Ben Falcone, who directs) is so
effortlessly hilarious that the filmmak-
ing hardly matters.

Extras: unrated edition of the film, de-
leted scenes, gag reel and featurettes.

Born to Be Blue (2016, IFC, R, $25)
The best of a batch of recent musician
biopics, this portrait of jazz trumpeter
Chet Baker (the West Windsor Township-
reared Ethan Hawke) unreels a story
driven by a fascinating dilemma: Can
you sacrifice too much for your art? Boo-
kended by Baker’s appearances at Bir-
dland, the action tracks his recovery
from a vicious beating, his decision to
kick heroin and his romance with a
struggling actress (Carmen Ejogo).
“Born To Be Blue” wouldn’t work with-
out a strong central performance and
Hawke digs deep, nailing both Baker’s
diffidence and his desire to one of the all-
time jazz greats.

Extras: deleted scenes and featurette. 
The Invitation (2016, Drafthouse, un-

rated, $35) Logan Marshall-Green stars
as a grieving father who reluctantly
agrees to attend a party thrown in the
Hollywood hills by his ex-wife (Tammy
Blanchard) and her new husband (Mi-
chiel Huisman). From the get-go, some-
thing feels off about the evening, thanks
to weird guests and the vaguely sinister,
New Agey blather that Blanchard and
Huisman keep spouting. Even as its
raises goosebumps, “The Invitation”
makes you realize that trying to run from
sorrow is almost never a good idea.

Extras: featurettes. 
Green Room (2016, Lionsgate, R, $20)

A step down from writer-director Jere-
my Saulnier’s terrific “Blue Ruin” from
2013, this backwoods thriller stars the
late Anton Yelchin and Alia Shawkat as
members of a punk-rock band who wit-
ness a murder in a dingy, Neo-Nazi club.
Rather improbably, the club’s owner
(Patrick Stewart) decides to imprison
the musicians and kill them off one by
one. The punks fight back, turning the
movie into a carnage-fest involving
guns, box-cutters, knives and other pain-
inducing weapons. It’s got a lot of atmos-
phere but not much of a human element.

Extras: Saulnier commentary and
featurette. 

My Golden Days (2016, Magnolia, R,
$25) For his prequel to “My Sex Life … or
How I Got into an Argument,” acclaimed
French filmmaker Arnaud Desplechin
reteams with Mathieu Amalric for an un-
even but lovely meditation on identity
and romance. As he is about to leave a
lover in Tajikistan, anthropologist Paul
(Amalric) remembers three pivotal
events in his life. While the first two seg-
ments move swiftly through Paul’s trau-
matic childhood in France and a student
trip to Russia, the final sequence, set dur-
ing his university years, takes its sweet
time paying tribute to Esther (Lou Roy-
Lecollinet), Paul’s first love. While not
without boring patches, “Golden Days”
casts a warm glow.

Extras: featurettes. 
The Pack (2016, Shout Factory, unrat-

ed, $25) First-time director Nick Rob-
ertson keeps things suspenseful and
creepy for the first few scenes of this
when-nature-fights-back horror shock-
er set on an isolated sheep ranch in the
Australian outback. But once a pack of
wild dogs begin jumping through the
windows to maul the members of the
farming family (Jack Campbell, Anna
Lise Phillips), “The Pack” turns silly. It
doesn’t help that Robertson shoots the
whole nighttime home-invasion se-
quence in dark shades of murk.

Extras: featurette. 
I Am Wrath (2016, Lionsgate, R, $20)

After his wife is killed in what seems to
be a mugging gone bad, a former CIA
agent named Stanley Hill (John Travol-
ta) decides to take the law into his own
hands. Not surprisingly, Stanley un-
covers a conspiracy involving crooked
cops and corrupt government officials.
Yes, you’ve seen it all before in movies
like “Death Wish” and “Man on Fire,”
but director Chuck Russell has a knack
for both pacing and the staging of fight
scenes. “Wrath” also relies heavily on
the crackerjack chemistry between
Travolta and pal Christopher Meloni,
who’s so handy with a knife he deserves
an action franchise of his own.

Extras: commentary by Russell. 
The New World (2005, Criterion,

PG-13, $30) Terrence Malick’s movie
about British explorer John Smith (Col-
in Farrell) and his romance with Poca-
hontas (Q’orianka Kilcher) was very un-
derrated when it premiered a decade
ago. Now, thanks to a stunning 4K resto-
ration, it looks more stunning than ever
before. This gorgeous package includes
not only Malick’s preferred 172-minute
director’s cut but the superior 153-min-
ute version that played in theaters and a
135-minute cut. Set against a backdrop
of natural wonders such as fennel fields
and untouched rivers, the film is the
powerful tale of two cultures clashing,
with many natives, including Pocahon-
tas, caught in the middle.

Extras: featurettes.
Susan Slept Here (1954, Warner Ar-

chive, unrated, $20) Filmmaker Frank
Tashlin (“Bachelor Flat”) never met an
innuendo he didn’t like and this frothy
comedy from the mid-1950s is full of
strange overtones. But for all its nudge-
nudge-wink-wink suggestiveness, it is
the rather chaste tale of a 17-year-old de-
linquent (Debbie Reynolds) who sparks
with a middle-aged screenwriter (Dick
Powell) on Christmas Eve. He eventual-
ly marries her to save her from prison
only to wind up falling in love with her.
Now on Blu-ray, this rom-com is practi-
cally a showcase for the wonders of
Technicolor.

Extras: none. 
The Crush (1993, Shout Factory, R,

$28) Just try and resist this over-the-top
thriller about a teenager (Alicia Silver-
stone) who develops an obsession with a
journalist (Cary Elwes) living in her
parents’ guesthouse. You can pretty
much guess every twist and turn but
there’s plenty of suspense generated by
wondering how far Silverstone will go
to get what she wants. 

Extras: featurettes and new com-
mentary by writer-director Alan Sha-
piro. 

Panic in Needle Park (1971, Twilight
Time, R, $30) Even before “The Godfa-
ther,” Al Pacino was a powerhouse. If
you need proof, check out this addiction
saga about a heroin pusher who falls in
love with a homeless runaway (Kitty
Winn). Now on Blu-ray, “Panic” has only
improved with age thanks to director
Jerry Schatzberg’s insistence of locat-
ing the humanity of his characters, no
matter how drug-addled or dingy.

Extras: recently discovered original
score by Ned Rorem. 

Person of Interest: The Complete
Fifth and Final Season (2016, Warner,
$40) The CBS series goes out with a
bang thanks to a final, shortened 13-epi-
sode season that’s chock-full of excite-
ment. Highlights of the final season in-
clude simulations of a world without the
Machine and the resolution of the once-
central relationship between Finch (Mi-
chael Emerson) and Reese (Jim Cavie-
zel).

Extras: featurettes. 

DVD REVIEWS, BY AMY LONGSDORF

‘Amateur Night’ shines a
light on Frank Rizzo
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