
 
 

 
By Frank Behrens 
 
Danny Kaye legends 
 
I remember with some fondness “The Danny Kaye Show” from long ago and still remember his James 
Blond spoof , but I do not remember Harvey Korman being second banana. Now having seen “Danny 
Kaye Legends” on 2 MVD DVDs, I realize how uneven the show was. Well, at least the six shows 
featured in this set are like that: two from 1964 in black and white, with one from 1965 and three from 
1967 in color. 
 
The format of each show is rigid: a song by Kaye, a sketch, a song by a guest star, a sketch, another 
musical number, a sketch, and a finale. 
 
Among the guest actors, Lucille Ball deftly handles a sketch with Kaye in which each plays several parts, 
with endless costume changes. Imogene Coca is utterly wasted, while Liberace gets good laughs. But 
when George Burns appears in the last show, even Kaye takes a back seat to the vaudeville master and 
his cigar. 
 
The singers are typical of the ’60s: the Righteous Brothers, Vikki Carr, and Tony Bennet. The dancers are 
quite good. So let the young see what variety shows were once like and let the old timers like me recall 
when comedy did not rely on obscenities. 
 
Frank Behrens reports on classical and Broadway music as well as recordings of books and plays for the 
Arts and Entertainment section. 
Visit franklinbehrens.com for past reviews. 
 
Even the most devoted misogynist should sicken at the examples of how half the British population 
suffered under the male domination of husband, government and church. 
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