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Erik Mongrain - live review

11:38am Thursday 12th November 2009

The famous Halfmoon Putney is one of London's

longest running and most respected live music

venues and has been host to performances from

the likes of The Who, U2 and The Rolling Stones.

A dimly-lit, hazy room creates an intimate

atmosphere – an atmosphere that the

lap-tapping guitarist Erik Mongrain is clearly used

to as he confidently struts on stage with his guitar

and immediately sits down and begins tuning.

After a brief summary of his musical inspirations

(with one or two jokes along the way), the

Montreal musician proceeds to play his first song,

Fates, to the captivated crowd.

His handiwork on the guitar is impressive, as he

seemingly effortlessly glides his hands over the

chords and creates a drumbeat on his guitar

simultaneously. His face deep in concentration,

the somewhat mournful song lasts for around six

minutes and finishes to tumultuous applause from

the eighty-or-so people in the audience.

Most of his songs continue in this manner, always

with Erik returning before each piece and

explaining why he composed the songs. For a

couple of the pieces, the guitarist is joined by

bassist Benoit Germain (who is also his manager)

who provides the crowd with a few of his guitar

licks.

He announces his final song, takes several bows

at its conclusion and exits off stage. Murmurs

from the audience indicate that they are

anticipating an encore. It comes in grand style as

Mongrain returns, placing his guitar on his lap

and plays what everyone has clearly been

waiting for: his signature song, Air Tap, which

has been viewed over four million times on

YouTube.

There is a standing ovation from the audience as

he finishes; he takes a final bow and wishes

everyone a safe journey home. A highly

entertaining evening from a highly gifted guitarist
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rob one of its charity shops.

Cash boost to help jobless

Lambeth Council has been given more than

£300,000 to help the borough's long-term

unemployed back into work, as joblessness in the

borough continues to soar.

Elderly Raynes Park man hit by car dies in

hospital

A 91-year-old pedestrian has been killed in a

road accident - prompting a police appeal for

witnesses to the crash.

Kingstonian's Dowson well up for

cup

Kingstonian boss Alan Dowson has

admitted he’d trade three points for

a place in the first round proper of the FA Trophy.

Sutton beaten by sucker-punch

The better side for three quarters of the game,

Sutton United paid the price for failing to score

more than once on Tuesday night.

Enter your postcode, town or place name

London  SEARCH »

House prices »   Schools »   Crime »  

Hospitals »

ADS BY GOOGLE

1 T ip of a f lat belly :

Cut down 3 lbs of your belly every week by using this

1 old weird tip.

Everyotherdaydiet.com

Xbox Live Codes

Collins College Offers Visual Arts, Game Design &

Animation Training.

CollinsCollege.edu/GameDesign

Meet Local Musicians

Guitar Players Needed - Search for Bands and

Musicians

www.BandMix.com

Ads by Google

  Erik Mongrain

  The Newspaper

  Play Song Game

  Food Games

Find Jobs

Search Now »

Find your ideal partner

Search Now »

DATING

Find homes

Search Now »

HOMES

 

Erik Mongrain - live review (From Your Local Guardian) http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/leisure/leisure/4735371.Erik_Mongr...

2 of 3 11/18/2009 10:47 AM



Game review: Call of Duty:

Modern Warfare 2 - Xbox 360

Possibly the most hyped game of all

time, the best I can say of Modern

Warfare 2 is ‘It’s pretty good.”

Snap up a bargain at Open

Studios

If you're looking around your house

and thinking it could do with a bit of

brightening up then Wimbledon Art Studios has

just the thing for you.

News Sport Leisure Info Your Neighbourhood

Announce Business Education AdvertiseDirectory

Buy & SellDatingMoneyCarsHomesJobs

Terms & Conditions  Privacy Policy © Copyright 2001-2009 Newsquest Media Group  A Gannett Company

This site is part of Newsquest's audited local newspaper network  Newsquest site network

Contact Us Subscribe Photo Sales Advertise Archive Topics Announcements Site Map Buy & Sell

Erik Mongrain - live review (From Your Local Guardian) http://www.yourlocalguardian.co.uk/leisure/leisure/4735371.Erik_Mongr...

3 of 3 11/18/2009 10:47 AM


