
User Name  Remember Me?

Password  Register

 

Blu-rayDefinition.com

Home

News

Reviews

Hardware

Contact

Forum

Community

Movie Genre

20th Century Fox (11)

2L (1)

Action (35)

Adventure (4)

Animation (21)

Anime (10)

Art House (7)

Asian Cinema (7)

BBC (10)

BFI (3)

Biopic (5)

Blu-ray Audio (5)

Blues (1)

Classical Music (3)

Columbia Pictures (1)

Comedy (35)

Comic Books/Graphic Novels (4)

Concert/Music (10)

Crime (15)

Criterion (1)

Dark Comedy (1)

Direct-to-Video (1)

Discovery Channel (1)

Docudrama (4)

Documentary (18)

Drama (73)

Erotic (5)

Exploitation (2)

Family (4)

Fantasy (5)

Foreign (15)
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Fox Searchlight (1)

French New Wave (2)

Funimation (7)

Gothic (2)

hip-hop (2)

Historical (5)

Holiday (5)

Horror/Slasher (13)

Image Entertainment (14)

IMAX (9)

Indie (4)

Jazz (3)

Kinowelt (1)

Magnolia Home Entertainment (3)

Magnolia Pictures (3)

Martial Arts (6)

MGM (2)

Mini-Series (4)

Miramax (5)

Music (13)

Music Video/Concert (7)

Musical (11)

Mystery (1)

Nature (5)

Naxos (1)

New Line (3)

Noir (5)

Optimum Releasing (4)

Paranormal (3)

Pixar (1)

Pure Audio (1)

Romance (17)

Romantic Comedy (11)

Samurai (4)

Sci-Fi (3)

Science (6)

Science Fiction (19)

Sony Pictures Home Entertainment (1)

Sports (2)

stand-up (1)

Stop-Motion Animation (1)

Studio Canal (4)

Teen (2)

Teen Comedy (1)

Television (22)

Thriller (9)

Touchstone (2)

Variety (1)

Walt Disney Pictures (1)

Walt Disney Studios (2)

Walt Disney Video (1)
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War (5)

Warner Home Video Entertainment (9)

« This Week’s Definitive Blu-ray Releases (January

Rockers Blu-ray Review

Posted January 19th, 2010 by Brandon DuHamel

Aspect Ratio: 1.78:1

Video Codec: VC-1

Resolution: 1080p/24

Audio Codec: English Dolby Digital 5.1, English Dolby Digital 2.0

Subtitles: Jamaican Patois, French, Japanese, Spanish

Region: ABC (Region-Free)

Rating: Not Rated

Discs: 1

Studio: MVD Visual

Release Date: June 16, 2009

List Price: $24.95
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Rockers [Blu-ray]

Burning Spear, Gre...

Best Price $14.59
or Buy New $15.99

Privacy Information

Purchase Rockers on Blu-ray at CD Universe

Overall

 (2.5/5)

The Film

 (3.5/5)

Video Quality

 (3/5)

Audio Quality

 (3/5)

Supplemental Materials

 (0/5)

Click thumbnails for high-resolution 1920X1080p screen captures

More Screen Captures (14 Total)

(Screen captures are lightly compressed with lossy JPEG  thus are meant as a general representation of the

content and do not fully reveal the capabilities of the Blu-ray format)

The Film

 (3/5)
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The 1970s were the halcyon days for the Jamaican musical form reggae. Bob Marley had taken the music

around the world and by the end of the decade many musicians who used the style to fuel their own musical

explorations had embraced it. In Britain, in particular, such acts as The Police, The Clash, and UB40 had risen

out of the punk scene to create the New Wave movement fueled by a reggae sound that would captivate

audiences around the world.

It should come as no surprise then that there would spring up a number of projects out of Reggae’s homeland

to take full advantage of the newfound interest in the island art form. 1972’s The Harder they Come, starring

Jimmy Cliff, was one of the first films to seize on the popularity of reggae and exploit the genre, just as the

so-called “blacksploitaition” films in the United States would do with their funk and soul-infused soundtracks.

Rockers is another of these reggae films that seemingly exists solely as a celebration of reggae and Rasta

culture,  positioned to take full advantage of the popularity of the genre at the time. The film, featuring reggae

drummer Leroy “Horsemouth” Taylor, doesn’t quite tell a linear story, but rather follows the exploits of

Horsemouth as he attains a motorcycle, has it stolen, then enlists a number of his friends to get his bike back.

There’s also a sort of Robin Hood plot interwoven into the story, where Horsemouth and his friends fight

back against a crime organization and take back what belongs to the people.

The thin plot is merely secondary in this film, however. Rockers is simply a fun, ganja-fueled run through

Rastafarian culture with cameo appearances by some of the heavyweights of roots reggae like Burning Spear,

Peter Tosh, and Gregory Isaacs. It’s all about the music and the vibe when it comes to Rockers. This is late

night fare and it is clearly weighted to its time, but this is classic reggae entertainment that is not meant to be

taken too seriously.

Video Quality

 (3/5)
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The low budget nature of Rockers does not lend itself to looking brilliant in high definition, but the original

35mm source has been cleaned up quite nicely for this Blu-ray release from MVD. Film grain is present and,

naturally, inconsistent due to the production, but the 1080p 1.78:1 VC-1 encoding is free from any harmful

compression artifacts and retains a natural look. There are problems with black crush and film grain verges on

video noise in some darker scenes, but other than that, Rockers probably looks about as good as it can get on

this high definition release.

Audio Quality

 (3/5)

The soundtrack for Rockers has been provided only in lossy Dolby Digital 5.1 and 2.0 options. Given the

quality of the recording, I’m not certain how much of an upgrade a lossless version would have been. The
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sound is a little muffled and displays quite a bit of crackle throughout the presentation. There’s not much

more than some very low-level ambient information mixed into the surrounds for the 5.1 presentation and low

frequencies are mild at best.

Supplemental Materials

 (0/5)

There are no supplements on this barebones release.

The Definitive Word

Overall:

 (2.5/5)
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Like The Harder they Come, Rockers is classic reggae entertainment. Throw it on for some lighthearted late

night weekend fun to catch some of the giants of reggae. Just don’t expect reference quality from this low

budget film and barebones release.

Purchase Rockers on Blu-ray at CD Universe

Ray Alain Kirk Josh Dave

Jose Rikana Brandon

Blu-rayDefinition.com Infinitely
Superior™ on Facebook

Blu-rayDefinition.com Infinitely Superior™ has 8 Fans
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Blu-rayDefinition.com Infinitely  Superior™ on Facebook

Tags: 1080p, Burning Spear, Leroy "Horsemouth" Wallace, Peter Tosh, Reggae, Rockers, VC-1

This entry was posted on Tuesday, January 19th, 2010 at 10:32 am and is filed under Blu-ray Reviews,

Comedy, Crime, Drama, MVD Visual, Music, Musical .
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Value Pack Game

System

ONLY $249.88

SLING MEDIA

$248.99
Click for your price

CANON
PowerShot A520

4 Megapixel

$169.88

MOTOROLA
MD7081 5.8GHz

Cordless Phone

$129.99

The Hurt Locker [Blu-ray]

Ralph Fiennes, Ant...

Best Price $21.98
or Buy New $24.49

Privacy Information

Moon [Blu-ray]

Sam Rockwell, Kevi...

Best Price $22.49
or Buy New $22.99

Privacy Information
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Fringe

Anna Torv, Joshua ...

Best Price $20.64
or Buy New $29.99

Privacy Information

Top Sellers

The Hurt Locker [Blu-ray]

Up (4 Disc Combo Pack with Digital Copy and DVD) [Blu-ray]

Moon [Blu-ray]

Star Trek (Three-Disc Edition) [Blu-ray]

Inglourious Basterds (2-Disc Special Edition) [Blu-ray]

District 9 [Blu-ray]

The Hangover (Unrated Edition) [Blu-ray]

Fight Club (10th Anniversary Edition) [Blu-ray]

RocknRolla [Blu-ray]

The Dark Knight (+ BD Live) [Blu-ray]

More Blu-ray Titles >>>

Pre-Orders

Mad Men: Season 3 [Blu-ray]

A Serious Man [Blu-ray]

Weeds: Season Five [Blu-ray]

Black Dynamite [Blu-ray]

Gunslinger Girl: Complete Series [Blu-ray]

Heroic Age: Complete Series [Blu-ray]

The Universe: The Complete Season Four [Blu-ray]

Goodfellas (20th Anniversary Edition) [Blu-ray]

Ichi the Killer [Blu-ray]

More Blu-ray Titles >>>
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