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BILL MONROE: FATHER OF

BLUEGRASS MUSIC (DVD)
by Phil Hall
(2008-08-19)
2008, Un-rated, 90 minutes, Music Video Distributors

Steve Gebhardt’s 1993 documentary, which has just received its DVD
premiere, pays tribute to the man who is commonly known as the Father
of Bluegrass Music. Indeed, Bill Monroe took that title very, very seriously
– I saw him in concert in Nashville in 1993 and he proudly informed his
audience: “I am the Father of Bluegrass Music...and don’t you forget it!”

Well, it is hard to forget Monroe’s distinctive mandolin playing and a
unique singing voice that peerlessly mixed the traditions of Appalachian
folk and hillbilly-flavored country music. The film traces Monroe’s life from
the rural isolation of dirt-poor Kentucky to the heady stardom of the Grand
Ol’ Opry. Along the way, Monroe earned thousands of fans and more than
a little ill will (the film significantly plays down the long-running feud
between Monroe and former band members Lester Flatt and Earl
Scruggs, claiming the duo were really at fault for the fight).

There’s plenty of talk throughout the film, with a taciturn Monroe offering
measured recollections while the likes of Ricky Skaggs, Marty Stuart,
Emmylou Harris and (incongruously) Jerry Garcia heap bushels of praise.
And that is all fine – the praise is deserved. But the film truly soars with
concert footage and vintage phonograph recordings of Monroe steaming
through his musical canon. For all of its flaws, the documentary soars
once Monroe gets out the mandolin and finds the microphone. Bluegrass
fans, get ready to pounce!
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Videos

MEGA MAN 3 SONG LYRICS
MINESWEEPER: THE MOVIE
FILMNUT: ASHLEY CUSATO

MORE VIDEOS...

Latest Blogs

STILL GREEN BLOG 13: THE BARRIERS
STILL GREEN BLOG 12: DIRECTOR CHECKLIST
INTERNET S.T.F.U. ISSUE 3
STILL GREEN BLOG 11: SWALLOWING TONGUES
I PITY THE FOOL...

NEW ON DVD THIS WEEK!

CHICAGO 10
POSTAL
RESURRECTION MARY
SON OF RAMBOW
WHAT HAPPENS IN VEGAS...
WHERE IN THE WORLD IS OSAMA BIN LADEN?

In Theaters

MARIA BETHÂNIA: MÚSICA É PERFUME
YOUNG PEOPLE FUCKING
DEATH RACE
WHAT WE DO IS SECRET
THE ROCKER
STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS
TROPIC THUNDER
JACK BROOKS: MONSTER SLAYER
BOTTLE SHOCK
PINEAPPLE EXPRESS

Box Office

Weekend of August 22 - 24
1/1 Tropic Thunder 16.1/

65.7
2/0 The House Bunny 15.1/

15.1
3/0 Death Race 12.3/

12.3
4/2 The Dark Knight 10.3/

489.2
5/3 Star Wars: The Clone Wars 5.7/

25.0
6/5 Pineapple Express 5.6/

73.9
7/4 Mirrors 4.9/

20.1
8/0 The Longshots 4.3/

4.3
9/7 Mamma Mia! 4.3/

124.5
10/6 The Mummy: Tomb of the Dragon Emperor 4.1/

93.8
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 2008-08-29 - YOUNG PEOPLE FUCKING  
 2008-08-29 - MARIA BETHÂNIA: MÚSICA É PERFUME  
 2008-08-28 - A SKIN, A NIGHT (DVD)  
 2008-08-27 - NO BURGERS FOR BIGFOOT  
 2008-08-26 - DEATH RACE  
 2008-08-26 - VAMPYR: CRITERION COLLECTION (DVD)  

 2008-08-25 - BLACK WHITE + GRAY: A PORTRAIT OF SAM WAGSTAFF AND ROBERT
MAPPLETHORPE

 

 2008-08-24 - FLOAT  
 2008-08-24 - RETARDEAD (DVD)  
 2008-08-23 - DALI IN NEW YORK (DVD)  
 2008-08-22 - ZOMBIES OF EUREKA  
 2008-08-22 - SIDESHOW STILL ALIVE  
 2008-08-22 - WHAT WE DO IS SECRET  
 2008-08-21 - CONFUSIONS OF AN UNMARRIED COUPLE  
 2008-08-20 - FAR AS THE EYE CAN SEE  
 2008-08-20 - THE ROCKER  
 2008-08-19 - BILL MONROE: FATHER OF BLUEGRASS MUSIC (DVD)  
 2008-08-18 - ACROSS THE LINE  
 2008-08-17 - BOPPIN' AT THE GLUE FACTORY  

 2008-08-17 - REVEREND BEAT-MAN: SURREAL FOLK BLUES GOSPEL TRASH VOL. 3
(DVD)

 

 2008-08-16 - WAR CHILD  
 2008-08-16 - TIMES AND WINDS (DVD)  
 2008-08-15 - STAR WARS: THE CLONE WARS  
 2008-08-15 - THE INSECT CHORUS  
 2008-08-14 - FULL BATTLE RATTLE  

   

Are the stars of the US version of "The Office" cursed when it
comes to feature films?

 1) Yes. "The Rocker" bombed, "Evan Almighty" may be
the biggest bomb in history and I can't remember if the guy
who plays Jim has had anything good said about him outside
of the show.

 2) No. Carell owned the world with "The 40 Year Old
Virgin," and Jenna Fischer has been making cameos in tons
of successful films for years.

 3) Define "cursed." I mean, it's not like "Poltergeist"
where actors are dropping dead. There have just been some
weak films.
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