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New Sun Ra Arkestra DVD Release: Points On

A Space Age by MVD Visual and Ephraim Asili

http://www.antimusic.com/news/09/march/16Sun_Ra_Arkestra_DVD.shtml

http://mvdb2b.com/search/item.php?SESSION_NO=RGURZDODDZ9U1EO4GTDGEAG7G&STOCK_NO=MVDV4774

New Sun Ra Arkestra DVD Release: Points On A Space 

Age

Available: Tuesday, May 19, 2009

Offers rare insight of the Arkestra and examines their current 

work (in the physical absence of Sun Ra) under the direction of 

Marshall Allen (now age 86).

(MVD) MVD Visual and Ephraim Asili are pleased to announce 

the home viewing release of Points On A Space Age for 

worldwide distribution on DVD May 19th. Points On A Space 

Age, filmed between Spring'06 and Spring '07, explores the 

recent activity of the remaining members of the influential Sun 

Ra Arkestra.

The film examines the work the Arkestra in the physical absence 

of Sun Ra. After Sun Ra "left the planet" direction of the band 

was left to his most faithful musician and companion Marshall 

Allen (a member of the band since to mid 1950's). Since the 

passing of Ra, the band under the direction of Allen (now age 86)

continues to maintain an active touring schedule and continues 

to recruit younger members into the Sun Ra lifestyle. A lifestyle 

committed to human development through the disciples of Music

and Spirituality.

For director and producer Ephraim Asili, the fascination with the

Arkestra began one day during the summer of '98 in

Philadelphia: It was a warm, clear, and sunny summer day. The

Arkestra was giving a free concert in a park near their collective

home/rehearsal space. Then it happened... Clear skies turned

grey and a thunderstorm broke out. The audience evaporated. In

the midst of all of this I stood in the rain as band members began

jumping off of the bandstand, instruments in hand. I thought to

myself "That's it… Time to go". Just as I began to leave I realized

that the band was not running from the rain, they were starting

some sort of procession through the park. The members began

weaving through the storm and remaining spectators while at the

same time playing some of the most beautiful and bizarre music

that I had ever heard…

Points On A Space Age uses an approach as experimental as the 

band and functions to give those who have already seen the 

Arkestra an opportunity to experience them yet again, and for 

those that have not seen them it offers some insight into one of 

the most influential bands of the 20th Century.

The Arkestra, is an experimental big band formed in the mid 

1950's around the teachings of, musician, philosopher, and 
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