Punk Rock Karaoke: 
We play, You Sing the Punk Rock Classics of the late 70’s and early eighties 

Punk Rock Karaoke’s first show was New Years Eve of 1996 at a little restaurant in Los Feliz, California called Vida. The brain child of Greg Hetson and Restaurant owner Fred Eric originally called “Pogo A Go Go”, the first line-up consisted of Greg Hetson (Bad Religion, Circle Jerks, Red Kross) Eric Melvin (NOFX), Derek O Brien (Social Distortion, Agent Orange, DI, Adolescents, Extra Fancy), Jennifer Finch (L7, The Shocker), Bob Mothersbaugh (Devo), Lucky Lehrer (Circle Jerks) and others. It continued as a New Years Eve party for the next 2 years. The guest singers included: Mark Mothersbaugh (Devo), Brett Gurewitz (Bad Religion), Dez Cadena (Black Flag), Kim Shattuck (The Muffs), Branon Cruiz (Dr. Know), and anyone at the party who wanted to sign up.

In the summer of 1998, PRK was asked by Promoter Kelly Spencer to do its first club show at The Dragonfly with the addition of Mike Watt (Minutemen, The Stooges) on bass. The projector idea for words (like traditional Karaoke) soon proved to be abit to fragile for the punk rock audience so song booklets were made like fanzines.  Kevin Lyman caught wind of the PRK concept and then had us do Warped Tour since Bad Religion and NOFX were already on the bill. Watt had to leave to tour with his own band and was replaced on bass with (Bad Religion Drummer) Bobby Schayer.

PRK built a pre 1983 repertoire of roughly 60 songs and continued to play clubs, festivals, weddings, bar mitzvahs and such with Melvin, Hetson, O’Brien and revolving players and guests such as Mike Watt, Dez Cadena, Warren Fitzgerald (Vandals) , Marky Ramone (Ramone), Kris Roe (Ataris), Joey Cape (Lagwagon), Monique Powell (Save Ferris) All the members of The Descendents, Mike Palm of Agent Orange, Spike Slawson (Me First and the Gimmie Gimmies), Fat Mike (NOFX),  Brian Baker (Bad Religion),  and then in 2001 added Steve Soto (Adolescents, Agent Orange, 22 Jacks) on bass and has been the permanent line-up since.

PRK and friends got to talking and thought it would be fun to put out a DVD of actual Karaoke videos spoofing those cheesy back ground videos you see of couples holding hands on the beach and puppies running through flowers. Our Karaoke videos would have a couple romping in the back of a truck in a junk yard and guzzling 40’s!! To up the anti, we would also have a CD with guest singers from other bands singing with the band. A pretty cool Idea so, around 2001, Derek ‘Brien started recording the songs at his studio as the PRK band members were available outside their respective busy touring schedules. Then, chasing down / recording the singers and the monster task of clearing the publishing. The singers that didn’t get away include:

Guest singers: 
Dicky Barrett (The Mighty Mighty Bosstone

Matt Skiba (Alkaline Trio)

Warren Fitzgerald (The Vandals)

Jordan Pundik (New Found Glory 

Jim Lindberg (Pennywise)

Spike Slawson (Swingin’ Utters, Me First and the Gimme Gimmes)

Joey Cape (Lagwagon)

Mike Herrera (MXPX) 

Sean Wheeler (Throw Rag)

Dave King (Flogging Molly)

So finally, after years of “Red Tape”, labels either being afraid to take a chance or going out of business, the folks at MVD stepped up to the plate and are bringing the PRK DVD to your party. The package includes the Karaoke videos with vocal on / off option, an audio CD with the singers and additional live footage / banter from some PRK shows.

