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Punk in London
Score: 80%
Rating: Not Rated
Publisher: MVD Entertainment Group
Region: A
Media: DVD/1
Running Time: 107 Mins.
Genre: Documentary/Independent/Live Performance
Audio: English Mono
Subtitles: English

Features:

Bonus Feature: The Clash Live in Munich

Interview with Wolfgang Büld

Wolfgang Büld is better known today for a string of
independent and horror films, but older fans will be

happy to see the release of his trilogy that began with

Punk in London. Büld talks in the "making of"

feature interview, included as an extra on the DVD,
about his very casual approach to making Punk in

London, basically just taking a camera and hitting

the Autobahn to see what was going on in the London

music scene. The setting was the late '70s and the
musical explosion that Büld walked into was the

budding London punk scene. The Sex Pistols were

talked about in the film as if they were already a big

band, which they probably were, compared to the
other acts scrabbling to remain in existence. The

Clash are also featured, both in the main film and in a

live sequence from one of their Munich shows. After

these two bands, most of the other music featured
here will appeal to punk aficionados, but not many

other folks.

Bands like X-Ray Spex, The Jam, Boomtown Rats, The

Adverts, and The Lurkers were coming up on the

scene, and Büld got lots of good footage. From live shows at The Roxy to drop-in conversations
at Rough Trade Records, Büld managed to put himself in the punk hotspots of the time. He also

managed to get some good footage of Teddy Boys talking about their hatred of everything and

anything punk. We even get to see a classic living-room interview with one of the dudes from

The Lurkers and his parents. The tellie is blaring, his parents are proud, and he doesn't miss a
chance to proclaim The Lurkers superior to The Rolling Stones and Boomtown Rats. This spirit

of defiance comes across in almost every piece of film, with lots of rhetoric about the need to

overturn conventional ways of making music. Büld found some good counterpoint in interviews

with people close to the music that were already saying punk had lost its way, a theme that
returns later with his follow-up documentary titled Punk in England.

The best moments in Punk in London are when Büld lets the camera rest on bands during

charged performances. There are also great sequences where he shows the rough setting

around London where these kids were growing up, and the rougher settings where they were

practicing and playing. Independent music doesn't come close to describing how fringe these
bands were during this period, but their stars were already in the ascendant. Crowds were

gathering, Roxy was a destination on its way to becoming iconic, and Rough Trade was soon to

be more than just a place to hang out and listen to records with like-minded kids. The actual

interviews are mostly a jumbled mess, and Büld's narration is all in German, so not all of Punk
in London holds up as well. Fans of these bands, or music lovers interested in seeing the roots

of punk music, will really get into Punk in London, even with its flaws.

-Fridtjof, GameVortex Communications AKA Matt Paddock

Related Links:

Punk in London on IMDB 

Odeon Entertainment Online 

 Punk in England  Echelon Conspiracy

 

Game Vortex :: PSIllustrated

Ads by Google Emo Test Punk MP3 Emo Look Emo Hair



Punk in London http://www.gamevortex.com/gamevortex/movie_rev.php/1443/punk-in-l...

3 of 3 7/21/2009 9:59 AM

This site best viewed in Internet Explorer 6 or above. Get it here.


