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Word of the Day

This Day in History

Article of the Day

Todays Birthday

Quotation of the Day

idiom  discuss

Definition: (noun) An expression whose meanings cannot be inferred from the meanings of the words that make it up.

Synonyms: phrase

Usage: The foreigner was utterly confused when his American host handed him an umbrella and told him it was "raining

cats and dogs," an idiom meaning that it is raining heavily.

Free content provided by The Free Dictionary

Insulin First Used to Treat Diabetes (1922)

In 1869, spurred by a medical student's observation of cells in the pancreas called "Islets of Langerhans,"

scientists began working to identify insulin's role in the body and to extract and purify it. Today scientists

know that insulin is a hormone that regulates carbohydrate metabolism and that patients with diabetes

have a decreased ability to either produce or absorb it. What happened when a 14-year-old diabetic was

given the first insulin injection in 1922? More... Discuss

Free content provided by The Free Dictionary

Amanita muscaria

Amanita muscaria is a psychoactive species of mushroom found throughout the world. The quintessential

toadstool, it can be recognized by its bright red cap and white spots, which have made it a fixture in pop

culture media such as the Super Mario Bros. series. Famed for its hallucinogenic properties, it is

sometimes used in religious rituals but is generally considered poisonous and can act as an insecticide.

How is Amanita muscaria related to Santa Claus and his flying reindeer? More... Discuss

Free content provided by The Free Dictionary

John A. Macdonald (1815)

Macdonald was the first prime minister of Canada, serving from 1867 to 1873 and from 1878 to 1891.

He played a crucial role in expanding Canada's territories to include the Northwest Territories and

British Columbia and earned much praise for his role in forging a nation of sprawling geographic size,

with two diverse European colonial origins and a multiplicity of cultural backgrounds and political

views. What was the Pacific scandal, and how did it affect Macdonald's career? More... Discuss

Free content provided by The Free Dictionary

I aimed at the public's heart, and by accident I hit it in the stomach.
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In the News

Sponsors

Upton Sinclair

(1878-1968) Discuss

Free content provided by The Free Dictionary

Heart Patients Who Quit Smoking Live Longer

It is never too late to stop smoking. A recent study found that heart attack survivors who quit smoking

live longer than those who maintain the habit. The data even showed that simply cutting back on the

amount of cigarettes heart attack survivors smoke provides them with some survival advantage. During

the 13-year study period, first-time heart attack sufferers who quit smoking were 37 percent less likely to

die than those that continued. Interestingly, heart attack survivors who had never smoked were found to

be only slightly better off than those who quit, as they were 43 percent less likely than persistent smokers

to die during the study period. More ... Discuss

Free content provided by The Free Dictionary
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Sid! DVD

Posted by: MXV

Under: Reviews

6 Jan 2010

Sid! By Those Who Knew Him DVD/CD

MVD Visual

In his short life and even shorter stint in the Sex Pistols, Sid Vicious became the most

recognizable figure in all of punk rock. People who never even heard punk music before

likely has heard the name Sid Vicious. There’s even a Sid Vicious action figure!

While there has been plenty of documentaries on the Sex Pistols, it wasn’t until now that

someone did one just on Sid himself. And that brings us to Sid! the DVD. This is a

documentary on Sid’s life as told by some of his friends, former band mates, and people

involved in the UK punk scene back in its infancy.

The movie starts by discussing the origins of the punk scene in England and how all these people met at

Vivienne Westwood’s clothing store called Sex. The scene was more about fashion before these people

decided they wanted to start bands and make some noise. It is here where people met Sid and befriended him

as bands like the Sex Pistols and the Damned started getting together and playing some gigs.

Eventually the focus shifts to people telling stories about Sid. Some of the people who participated include

Glen Matlock, Jah Wobble from PiL, the guy who booked shows at the 100 club, Dave Vanian and Rat

Scabies of the Damned, the Sex Pistols USA tour manager, and others. They all recant stories about Sid’s wild

antics, his musical aspirations, how he became the bass player in the Sex Pistols despite not knowing how to

play the bass, his fashion sense, and of course his eventual drug addiction.

It seemed like Sid was doomed to a life of drug addiction from a young age considering his mom was allegedly

a junkie who’d shoot up in front of a young Sid, who she also apparently condoned his shooting up speed in

the house. When he met Nancy Spungen, in most people’s opinion it was all over. Most viewed her as the

cancer that ruined Sid’s life and the reason he started doing heroin which led to the rapid downward spiral of

his life to his untimely death at such a young age.

The film consists with tons of interviews with the various people who knew Sid and is mixed in with news

clips, a little bit of interview footage of Sid and Nancy taken from DOA a Right of Passage, some live footage

and tons of photographs.  The film is about 90 minutes long and it is in the 16:9 format so it will look great on

your new widescreen HDTV. The sound is standard 2.0 stereo and is very clear.

The package also comes with a full color booklet that contains a biography on Sid written by Mark Paytress.
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It is very well written and an interesting read that covers things about Sid’s youth not touched on in the film.

It also contains a CD that has a live show from one of Sid’s short lived solo bands that also featured some

New York Dolls members. The quality of the recording is fairly muddy and much, if not all of this recording

has appeared on past bootleg LPs over the last couple decades. It was a nice addition to the overall quality

package but you probably wouldn’t listen to it more than once.

Overall Sid! is a very interesting DVD that comes in a really nice package and would be a fine addition to any

hardcore Sex Pistols fan’s collection, of which I count myself one of. It’s hard to believe it has been 30 years

now since Sid’s passing, time certainly flies!

Related links:

Buy the DVD from amazon.com

MVD Visual
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