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‘Live In Berlin & Stockholm 1968,’ Count Basie & His Orchestra (Impro-Jazz/MVD, HHHHH)

‘In Europe — London, Paris & Brussels,’ Coleman Hawkins (Disconform/MVD, HHHH)

Jazz lovers should jump for joy when they snag the first of these February 10 DVDs, which is billed as “a
must-have for Count Basie fans.”

The two 1968 performances presented here feature
Basie (piano) plus musicians like Eddie “Lockjaw”
Davis, Marshall Royal and Harold Jones playing
classic songs like “All of Me,” “On a Clear Day,”
“Cherokee,” “One O’clock Jump” along with swinging
instrumental workouts like “Hittin’ Twelve,” “Blues for
Ilean,” “A Night in Tunisia,” “Whirly-Bird,” and “The
Magic Flea.”

Coleman Hawkins was “the true originator of the tenor
saxophone as a solo instrument in jazz.”

His small groups on this 2/10 DVD contain major jazz 
figures like Harry Edison, Benny Carter, Teddy 
Wilson, Oscar Peterson and Roy Eldridge. Some 
footage appears on DVD for the first time ever. Other 
concerts have never been issued in such good 
quality. 

Highlights include drum spotlights by Jo Jones and
Louie Bellson, plus superlative sax melodies on such
classics as “September Song,” “Willow Weep for Me”
and “Body and Soul.”

Jazz fans will really enjoy these two swinging DVDs
showcasing many of the music’s greats.

Ricky Flake is a former punk rocker and a music fan 
who lives in Biloxi. Reach him at 
labotomy3857@bellsouth.net
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