



	Thu, Jun. 16, 2005

	[image: image1.png]



Revisit some punk legends
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"Live Energized: CBGB's 2004," The Vibrators (MVD, 
• HHH½

The Vibrators, like The Stranglers, were part of the first wave of British punk, and this May 10 set contains bonus interviews where they discuss, among other things, when they got started, the effect of the Ramones' first performances in England and how the British punk scene was energized.

Knox (guitar and vocals, main songwriter), Eddie (drums/vocals), and Pete (bass/vocals) put on a blisteringly tight live show at the legendary club that got the whole ball rolling.

CBGB's is in danger of closing its doors permanently due to astronomically high lease payments and the gentrification of the former bowery. We imagine that more CBGB's DVDs may start popping up.

We heard a few Vibrators songs back in the day, but this set is our first large serving of their tunes. It was worth the wait. They fire off songs one after another, old-school style, and the songs are catchy and cool. Highlights include the tempo-changing Ramone-ish anthem "The Kid's a Mess" and the blistering "So Far Down."

There are plenty of other hot songs here (including a version of "Brand New Cadillac," made famous by The Clash). This is a top-notch punk show with an enthusiastic crowd containing at least a few "yummy punk rock girls."

If you like classic punk rock, you'll dig this one. It combines great songs plus modern production values. Get it locally or at the above Web site.




Ricky Flake is a former punk rocker, working musician (he sings with South Mississippi's Tribute to the Ramones, COMMANDOS, and drums with the Deacons) and music fan who lives in Biloxi. Reach him at lobotomy3857@wmconnect.com. 

