STYLE WARS (1983)

Director: Tony Silver

NEW YORK CITY, 1982, The war is on between graffiti artists known as "taggers"’, "bombers",
publicantfims "purners' and the police on the streets of the city. The inner city subways have become a moving

canvas for urban artists and the creativity of these teensis both beautiful and bold. While the kids see

this as an expression of their souls, the NY Transit Authority and Mayor Ed Koch consider it acrime.

Sty]'e Wars When you sit down and watch Style Wars, you'll get areally interesting look into a 20th century pop
= culture phenomenon. We meet several of the greatest bombers to ever put paint to subway trains
' = including Skeme, Seen, Min, Marel63, Dondi and 1Z The Wiz. At the beginning of the film, we meet
L] h};f_‘ Skeme's mother, who thinks what hes doing is wrong, but she doesnt know that Skeme is a pioneering
. i artist. Like most adults, she thinks the way Skeme talks and how he expresses himself is just nothing
4

but ajoke.
¢ .~ o Theauthorities ook at the kids as vandals and don't see their artwork as beautiful or creztive, they see
.41+ itasreckless and obtrusive. Y ou can see where they are coming from, the graffiti is a defacing of
A i

w _ bublic property, but its also incredibly interesting and fun to look at. Therein lies the excitement of
g this artform.

ANEL &_{‘- ‘,.' One of the most interesting aspects of the tagging scene was the anti-authoritarian nature of what they
- e were doing. It wasnt just about creating eye popping "pieces’ on the subway trains running all over
NYC, it was the adventure and adrenaline rush they got from breaking into a space that wasnt theirs and creating a new language or advertising
for their own subculture. In the film, we get to seefirst hand of how artists like 1Z The Wiz venture down underneath the streets to the cavernous
subway systems. The walls are covered in graffiti art. Thisiswhere the bombing begins. Outside in the train yards, the taggers hop the fences
where they see the beautiful white steel train cars, the sides are uncovered and waiting for them. Thisis atrue thrill for the bombers. A nice
clean canvas where they can create their brilliant urban artwork.

One artist named SEEN is one of the kings of bombing and he has an entire group of artists that help him put his murals on the walls. While
SEEN is creating these intricate modern works of art, another tagger named CAP, is probably the most infamous on the scene. He is not an artist
like the others, heis merely working with a"more is better" philosophy. He wants his name on every car and he doesnt care about the art of the
sceneat all.

Style Wars not only covers the tagging scene, but we also get an early look into the other branches of hip hop culture like Breaking. Breaking or
Breakdancing, went hand in hand with the tagging. Severa of the artists and breakers like Crazy Legs and Frosty Freeze explain that when you
look at the bombers' "pieces’ on the sides of the trains, you can see the movement, the flow, and the electricity that isfound in breaking. It was
about twisting and creating all kinds of new languages both in painted art, music and in dance. One artform influences the other. The music
influences the breaking which influences the tagging. It really is an incredible thing that these young kids created these different arts right in the
streets. They took something and made it a worldwide pop culture craze.

In 70 minutes we get an epic documentary about the world and culture these kids created for themselves. Many think that breaking, tagging,
DJing and rapping was only done by African American kids, but when you watch Style Wars, you'll see that from the very beginning, thisform
of art known as hip hop crossed the spectrum from black to latino to white. Thats one of the coolest things | found in the film, all these artists are
friends, theyre expressing themselves and enjoying working together. They get off from seeing each others works and thisin turn inspires them
to push their own limits of creativity and make even bigger and more intricate/beautiful pieces. As KRS ONE stated: If you want to know what
hip hop isall about watch thisfilm.

http://grindhouse3.111mb.com/films/stylewars.html (1 of 3)7/18/2005 7:43:58 AM




http://111mb.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigaretteson.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.cigarettesbox.com/
http://www.online-cigarettes-shop.com/

STYLE WARS (1983)

The 2 DVD presentation of Style Warsisarealy nicetreat for hip hop fans and collectors. Y ou not only get the film, you get al kinds of great
extras showcasing more of the incredible graffiti art done by the pioneers. Y ou also get to hear from several of the artists themselves 2 decades
after they first started in the hip hop scene. Many of them are still working in the artform, but instead of working on subway trains, they have
brought their art into more commercial areas. Marel63 is a popular sculptor of urban art, Crazy Legs teaches breakdancing, and Duroisa
professional graphic artist.

L IND DRKOESONTOEL(ON

STYLE WARSISPRESENTED IN 1:33:1 ASPECT RATIO

DS N2
Feature Film: Style Wars (1983, 70 Minutes, color/B& W, 16mm), Featuring 23 Minutes of original outtake footage. A

Audio commentary by director-producer Tony Silver and Producer Henry Chalfant. I nterview with Tony Silver and
Henry Chalfant in 2002. I nterview with Style Wars Editors Victor Kanefsky and Sam Pollard (2002). English Subtitles.

A Digitally Remastered 5.1 Dolby Digital Soundtrack featuring classic hip hop tracksfrom Grandmaster Flash and The
Furious Five, The Treacherous Three, Trouble Funk, The Fearless Four, Rammellzee Vs. K-Rob and more.

VSC TWO

32 Graffiti Artist Galleriesincluding new interviews, train art and rare photos of: Blade, Cap, Cey, Crash, Crazy L egs,
Daze, Dez, Dondi, Doze, Duro, Duster, Frosty Freeze, |Z The Wiz, Kase 2, Kel First, Ken Swift, Lee, Marel39, Min One,
Noc 167, Paze (Erni), Pink, Quik, Rammellzee, Revolt, Sach, Seen TC5, Seen UA, Shy 147, Skeme, Tracy 168 and

Zephyr.
Tributesto Dondi and Shy 147.
Guest Interviewswith: Fab 5 Freddy, Goldie, Guru, DJ Red Alert, and photogr apher Martha Cooper.

"DESTROY ALL LINES" 30 minute loop of over 200 whole cars and burners.

Featuring music by: Def Jux, recording artists EI-P, RID2 and Aesop Rock, plus Mr Wiggles, Kimson " Anglo-Red"
Albert and Daryl Jennifer.

Released by Public Art Films

BUY THISFILM FROM MUSIC VIDEO DISTRIBUTORS

Featured Music: "1977" exerpt by Dr Octagon
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