
Matthew Sconce’s possession-thriller “Stricken” did well on the festival circuit before being released into 
DVD, where it also deserves a fair shot at success. Newcomer Stephanie French plays a young woman, 
Sarah, who’s been haunted by terrible dreams and bizarre visions ever since the funerals of her mother 
and father. His suicide arguably was caused by a frightening Celtic curse that somehow found its way to 
America. It goes back to the Scottish river deity Agrona, who’s known as the “goddess of carnage” and 
manifests herself in mirrors and reflections. A police detective played by veteran tough guy David Fine had 
dated the mother in high school and believes that Sarah’s curse might explain a 10-year string of murders 
that he’s been investigating. He’s the rare good-guy cop, who is willing to give air to Sarah’s fears instead 
of dismissing them out of hand. His only problem is that he falls into a deep sleep when she needs him the 
most. – Gary Dretzka
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