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DVD: Iron Maiden and the New Wave of British Heavy M etal

Our Take

Chances are that if you are a heavy metal fanythabwn albums from at least a few of the bandswieae
considered to be a part of the New Wave of Briiglavy Metal. The scene ended up being monument#héo
development of the genre as a whole and a loteoédrlier acts took their influence from the Bhtpunk scene
at the time. These roots are explored on the dontanelron Maiden and the New Wave of British Hedgtal,
which showcases quite a few of the bands that weat of the flourishing heavy metal scene wholeusing on
Iron Maiden throughout. And if you like groups suhSaxon, Diamond Head, and Praying Mantis intisadio
Maiden this DVD is sure to grab and maintain yaueiest for its entirety.

| have to wonder if this documentary was giventitie Iron Maiden and the New Wave of British Hedvigtal
in order to try and sway people to pick it up siyipécause they are fans of the group. But althdwaghMaiden
is the focal point throughout the documentary, ¢reme no interviews with current members of thedb&vihat
this documentary does offer though is footage atetviews from a variety of different bands andeotpeople
that had been involved in the scene in various walys nearly two and a half hour film starts offlboking at
the early rock and punk movements that would gtodnspire the British heavy metal acts that fornrethe
mid 70’s, and then chronicles many of these grojqisney through the scene. In addition to Iron diéau, the
film makers also give quite a bit of scream timé&exon and Samson, and they managed to include abit of
video footage from each act. However, some viewexg be disappointed that certain bands are givierview
segments but none of their music is played. Thisues of the segments in which Diamond Head isufeat, but
this could simply be a case where the creatorstdidiwve a big enough budget to include everythBig. the
interviews themselves are very educational andalevéot about the overall scene and the individhaedds,
which does make it worth a watch.

Although this documentary has Iron Maiden its titfeyou are looking for a comprehensive historytba band
you will come away disappointed. But taken as sohydesson on the British heavy metal scene aba@enthat
gives a general overview to many of the big playeisis a documentary that really hit's the mankl @hances
are you will learn something about at least a fé#hese bands that you didn’t know before. This DigDot an
essential purchase, but if you live and breatredbnre it is worth checking out at least once.

http://www.chromedreams.co.uk/

Chris Dahlberg
September 19, 2009
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