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Dawn of the Dead (2012) Movie Review: Tunes, Tabs,

and Tie-dye

Dawn of the Dead is a documentary trying to explain the phenomenal impact of the
Grateful Dead and how they influenced not only those in the general vicinity but reached
out across a country and the world. The movie captures the journey of the Dead and the
entire culture that sprang up in San Francisco in the early 60’s.

Each band member brought their own
unique sound to the band. Jerry Garcia
was a great folk music player, and Phil
Lesh was classily trained, while
PigPen, whose dad was a radio DJ,
was heavily influenced by the blues
(along with a lot of alcohol). Though
these musical sounds were
diametrically opposed, this film
elaborates on how this band wove
themselves together while still holding
on to their roots. Historians and
authors who lived as well as studied
these stories, come together to
enlighten viewers about how events
such as the Human Be-In and the Acid
Tests not only changed the band's
music but the whole music scene and
the world around it.

DAWN : DEAD

s THE RISE OF
THE SAN FRANCISCO
UNDERGROUND

One thing | enjoyed more than anything

else was connections about how the band members actually started playing together in
Palo Alto and the outlying areas. This film also features other bands of the time like
Jefferson Airplane and Big Brother and the Holding Co. Though you get to hear some
songs from these bands, for me it kind of jumped away from the story itself. There’s an
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This doc also give us a view into the world of the producer, men such as Bill Graham,
who opened up the Fillmore East, and Chet Helms, who opened up the Avalon Ball
Room. They knew the money that could be made from this counter-culture revolution
and the film draws these lines to highlight the time frame when all this was coming
together.

Some of us will think this is a story already told, and for most parts it has, over and over
again, but for this film, it makes its mark by highlighting not only the Dead as a band but
how the band's lifestyle choices and how its music was meant for the people around
them and not for the mass media market that was realizing the potential of the up-and-
coming market of pop culture. For those of us who already know these stories the film
does drag on, but if you put the joint down and pay attention, you will learn small facts
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that added up to the big picture.

The Grateful Dead said that the audience was the scene and they were just the
soundtrack, but Dawn of the Dead shows how the band was the scene along with the
audience, myself included, and what a long strange trip it's been.
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Inventing Our Life: The Kibbutz Experiment Movie
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A look at whether this grand experiment worked or not.
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With Great Power: The Stan Lee Story
Movie Review: AMan Behind the
Masks
sounds good. i think this played Comic Con last
year. wish | had caught it

Kuroneko Criterion Collection DVD
Review: Expressionistic Horror in
Feudal Japan

Pawn Stars: Volume Four DVD Review:

To Pawn or Not to Pawn in Las Vegas

| don't know this show, but know the other one on
TruTVbecause | had to see so many commercials
while watching March Madness. ...

Doctor Who: Dragonfire DVD Review:
Trapped in the 1980s
Haven't seen it feel so much like a young children's
show since the First Doctor

This Means War DVD Review: A
Blubbing Mess
Thankfully, | have no idea what that means. Other
than Terminator Salvation, I've gone without seeing
his directorial work...

The Secret World of Arrietty Blu-ray
Review: Another Ghibli Gem
This is such a beautiful, impressive film. | haven't
had the chance to check out the Japanese audio, so
it's nice to hear Disney...

Father's Day (2011) Movie Review: Too
Modern and Too Hip for Its Own Good
surprised your name isn't Grumble

Father's Day (2011) Movie Review: Too
Modern and Too Hip for Its Own Good
You sure told me.

Father's Day (2011) Movie Review: Too
Modern and Too Hip for Its Own Good
You're a dope. This movie is unreal

Father's Day (2011) Movie Review: Too
Modern and Too Hip for Its Own Good
There's a slim margin for error in getting the tone
rightin films like this. Black Dynamite is the only
one that comes to...
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