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Tony Palmer’s landmark 
1968 BBC documentary on 
the icons of the era’s rock 
orbit is finally receiving its 
DVD premiere. Nearly four 
decades after its first 
broadcast, “All My Loving” 
still resonates with the 
wonderful and inane 
excesses of that loud, vibrant 
world. 

The focus here is primarily 
on British rock legends (the 
genre is called “pop music” 
throughout the film). Slices of classic performance and eccentric interviews 
are combined to create a trippy, psychedelic experience.  

Among the sublime highights: Frank Zappa recalling a bizarre performance 
where he shared the stage with a U.S. Marines vocal choir, The Who in two 
phases of their concert odyssey (a mild early club gig and full-blown furious 
concert engagement), Jimi Hendrix performing “Wild Thing,” a photo shoot 
with the Moody Blues, and a Beatles segment with Paul McCartney, Ringo 
Starr and, of all people, George Harrison’s mother. (A DVD special feature 
interview with Palmer has the filmmaker noting how John Lennon influenced 
and assisted the film’s production – but Lennon’s absence from the interview 
line-up is not explained).  

Among the ridiculous highlights: a semi-coherent interview with Donovan 
(who is shot in silhouette), Eric Burdon making a bizarre comparison between 
rockers coming down from an acid trip and soldiers coming back from 
Vietnam, and the incongruous presence of one-hit wonder Lulu (she’s the 
only woman featured in “All My Loving”).  

Conspicuously missing from the film: the Rolling Stones (Mick Jagger is seen 
in a quick clip), the Dave Clark Five and every major American rock leader 
(Hendrix and Zappa are the only Yanks here).  
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While some of Palmer’s editing techniques are badly dated (particularly the 
shock value intercutting of Holocaust newsreel footage with the rock music), 
“All My Loving” is nonetheless a memorable time capsule that wonderfully 
preserves the sounds and emotion of an increasingly distant era.  
 

Leave Comments:
UserName: 

Password: 

If you do not have a UserName or Password, register with Film Threat.

Comment: 

Enter the text in the below image in the following space: 
 

All HTML and other coding languages are stripped from the comments, so any 
added links or special text formating will not be active.

submit

Read more reviews ...
 2007-09-04 - WHO CAN KILL A CHILD? (DVD)  
 2007-09-03 - ALL MY LOVING (DVD)  
 2007-09-03 - THE IMAGE OF THE CITY  
 2007-09-03 - THE NINES  
 2007-09-02 - DEATH SENTENCE  
 2007-09-01 - HALLOWEEN (2007)  
 2007-08-31 - BALLS OF FURY  
 2007-08-31 - THE DARK CRYSTAL 25TH ANNIVERSARY EDITION (DVD)  
 2007-08-30 - HOHOKAM  
 2007-08-29 - QUIET CITY  
 2007-08-28 - WAR  
 2007-08-27 - HATCHET  
 2007-08-26 - SUPERMAN VS. THE GIANT ROBOT FROM OUTER SPACE  
 2007-08-26 - DEDICATION  
 2007-08-26 - RESURRECTING THE CHAMP  
 2007-08-25 - CUT SLEEVE BOYS  
 2007-08-24 - MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY  
 2007-08-24 - THE NANNY DIARIES  
 2007-08-24 - ROCKET SCIENCE  
 2007-08-23 - WOMAN TRANSFORMATION  
 2007-08-23 - LOOKING FOR LANGSTON (DVD)  
 2007-08-23 - THE DIALOGUE - PAUL HAGGIS - VOL. 1.1 (DVD)  
 2007-08-22 - POSTAL  
 2007-08-21 - ROBOCOP: 20TH ANNIVERSARY COLLECTOR'S EDITION (DVD)  
 2007-08-20 - THE INVASION  

 

 

 
 

7/6 The Nanny Diaries

8/0 Death Sentence

9/5 War

10/8 Stardust

In T
DEATH SENTENCE
HALLOWEEN (2007)
BALLS OF FURY
QUIET CITY
WAR
RESURRECTING THE CHAM
DEDICATION
CUT SLEEVE BOYS
MR. BEAN'S HOLIDAY
THE NANNY DIARIES

filmt
Will "3:10 to Yuma" resurrect t

1) Resurrect? Westerns anmlkj

2) No. Cowboys and astr
you see the "Toy Story" movie
nmlkj

3) Eh, I'm going to see th
of crap.
nmlkj

 
Ads by Google

Criterion 
Collection

News  
 

Sign up for free
newsletter for

Offers, Contests 
Giveways. 

criterion.com/new

Advertise on this si

Page 2 of 3Current Movie Reviews, Independent Movies - Film Threat

9/4/2007http://www.filmthreat.com/index.php?section=reviews&Id=10245


