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CD review: 'Old School' returns Nils Lofgren to solo

spotlight
Published: Tuesday, December 27, 2011, 6:43 AM     Updated: Wednesday, December 28, 2011, 11:21 AM

Nils Lofgren, “Old School” (Vision

Music). 2 ½ STARS

Before he was Neil Young’s guitarist,

before he was Bruce Springsteen’s

guitarist, Nils Lofgren was an

established artist on his own.

That solo career has taken a back seat

through the years, but he surfaces

here on “Old School,” a 12-track album

for which he wrote 11 of the songs.

Though his guitar work is consistently

incendiary, some of the uptempo

tracks here are mundane, like “60 is

the new 18,” and the Southside Johnny

echoes of “Ain’t Too Many of us Left,”

the latter which features Sam Moore of

Sam & Dave fame.

Frankly, Lofgren is far better on the ballads, particularly a tribute to Ray Charles, “Miss You Ray,”

and the album’s one non-original, the beautiful “Irish Angel,” written by Bruce McCabe.

Tracks to download: “Miss You Ray” “Irish Angel”
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also played behind david gates/Bread: Guitar Man, great bridge. Nils L is great "unsung"

guitarist who should remain...unsung and stick to the ax, since he sings about as well as Keith

Richards.
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Aw c'mon easy Rider. Tough crowd....Then again, I actually like Keith Richard's voice...Thanks

for the note, Kev
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Please edit headline to reflect proper spelling: LofGren.

Kevin O'Hare, The Republican December 28, 2011 at 11:24AM
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Thank you acidbird! Fixed.
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