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Whenever I hear the Buena Vista Social Club or any of its members, I am always 

taken back to my glory days in college when I convinced the director of our spring

main stage production; Eric Bogosian's "Suburbia" that we NEEDED to use The 

Buena Vista Social Club as part of the soundtrack to the show. Being the shows 

sound designer and also being familiar with the playwright's work, I felt that I was 

best inclined to make this judgment. 

I think I made everyone sick with the hypnotic beginning of their song "Chan 

Chan." Not me! I thought it was great; a real breakthrough for my otherwise white,

suburban college. But because this song led off the show and because nobody 

could get the blocking in the first scene right; we revisited those same familiar 

guitar chords over and over again.

So it was with a fair amount of interest that I recently was able to check out 

Omara Portuondo latest two disc release "Lagrimas Negras (Black Tears) 

Canciones y Boleros." Portuondo was one of the singers from the Buena Vista 

Social Clubs 1997 Grammy award winning album and sang with the likes of 

Ibrahim Ferrer, Manuel Licea, Ruben Gonzalez, and others. Portuondo is also 

featured in the documentary Buena Vista Social Club which was directed by Wim 

Wenders.

This is a double disc edition and is inclusive of a number of fine songs form this 

commanding front lady. This album was "the result of an interpretive creation full 

of feeling, intimacy, and naturalness," according to the liner notes. There is a 

great deal of feeling from this seasoned vet, all of which is on full display in the 

jangling, ambling, happy tunes. 

Portuondo has been singing professionally for more than 50 years; she has a deft

and impressive command of not just the notes and the harmony but also of the 

feeling which makes her fans swoon and was a large part of the crossover 

success of the Buena Vista Social Club. One commentator, Manolo Ortega has 

affectionately labeled Ms. Portuondo "Feeling's girlfriend." When it comes down to

the music on "Lagrims Negras" it definitely shows.

Page: 1  2  Next »

 

Published Content 74,070

View all Categories

»   Arts & Entertainment

Books

Movies

Music

Television

Video Games

     Popular Searches

NBA playoffs

american idol

john mccain

david cook

Mother's Day

gas prices

Rating: 4.5 of 5

 

Share
 

Save For Later
 

Publish Yours
 

Print

More by Jesse Schmitt

American Speedway: Ship of Fools

The Lion King 10th Anniversary Exhibit

You may also like...

Product Review: Kodak Easyshare Z740 Zoom 

Digital Camera

The 2006 Honda Odyssey EX: Best Minivan 

Ever? Many Think So

Video Game Review - Mass Effect

Food Product Review: Jones Soda 2007 

Christmas Pack

Jonathan Strange & Mr. Norrell by Susanna 

Clarke - a Book Review

BioShock Review

Other topics: find

Resources

mvdb2b.com/search/item.php?SESSION_NO=T1DE1DO

internetaudiophile.blogspot.com/2008/04/recor

Sign up! | Forget your password?

 

Buena Vista Social Club
Great deals on everything Buena Vista themed. 
Yahoo.com

Los Zafiros - Cuban Music
1960's Cuban pop group immortalized in this stunning 
Documentary DVD 
www.ShoutFactory.com

El Carretero Radio-Free
Listen to Buena Vista Social Club Free Unlimited Listening! 
www.pandora.com

Buena Vista Social Club
Find more sources/options for Buena Vista Social Club 
www.webcrawler.com



Record Review: Omara Portuondo "Lagrimas Negras Canciones Y Boler... http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/738449/record_review_omara...

2 of 2 5/1/2008 9:39 AM

Comments

Most Commented On

 

A Candid Interview with Alex Lyras, Star of The Common Air 

View all »

Submit your own content on this or any topic. Get started »

Type in Your Comments Below

Your name:

Post Comment

Today

My Top 10 Best Liquid Face Foundations I Highly Re...

My top 10 best liquid face foundations lasts long,...
42 Comments

Your Baby's First Visit to the Dentist 

What can you expect when you take your child to th...
28 Comments

Way to Get that Summer Sexy Tan No Streaking, No O...

Way to get that sexy summer tan no streaking, no o...
24 Comments

Satisfy Mom's Earth-Conscious Lifestyle with Earth...

For Mother's Day, there are so many ways now to sh...
23 Comments

© 2008 Associated Content, Inc.

About Us  |   Press Room  |   Board of Directors  |   Careers at AC  |   Contact Us  |   FAQ  |   Content Partners  |   AC Stickers

Privacy Policy  |  Terms of Use  |  Site Map  |  Copyright Infringement?  |  Disclaimer

    

 


