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track listing: 
 

1. UpCity! 
2. Them New Blues 
3. Song for Basie 
4. Vision 
5. Rhythm Makes the Heart 

Grow Stronger 
6. Seventh Heaven 
7. A Piece of the Pie 
8. Newborn Blues 
9. Ubiquity 
10. Going Home 

 

Imagine a young Calvin Newborn, migrating from Beale Street 
to the Big Apple in the mid-1950s: Guitar in hand, he pounded 
the big city pavement from Birdland to Broadway, earning the 
nickname “UpCity” from none other than Miles Davis, who was 
more than impressed with the Memphis musician. 
Over the last five decades, Calvin – the brother of jazz virtuoso 
Phineas Newborn – has bounced from Memphis to New York 
and back again, anchoring sessions for Hank Crawford, Earl 
Hines, B.B. King, Jimmy Forrest, Wild Bill Davis, Herman 
Green, and everyone in between. 
UpCity reflects the diversity of Calvin’s jazz style: The album was 
cut at dual sessions in Memphis and New York (with trumpeter 
Bill Mobley, saxman Bill Easley, drummer Tony Reedus, and 
pianist Charles Thomas) during the late 1990s, then originally 
self-released on Calvin’s own label, Omnifarious Music. Today, 
Yellow Dog Records is proud to issue this jazz classic, praised by 
the late James Williams, Cadence Magazine, and more, nationally 
for the first time. 
 

Key Selling Points: 
• Feature story upcoming in Living Blues magazine 
• Offered along with new release New Born (YDR 1159) 
• Compare to: Wes Montgomery, Grant Green 
• Contact retail@yellowdogrecords.com for free store 

play / review copies 
 

“Newborn’s guitar phrasing, equally tough and tender, is supreme. 
He can coax satiny Wes Montgomery licks out of a ballad, swing a 
blues or relish an R&B groove all in his edgy style.  This [music] 
wasn’t learned, it was lived in.” —The Commercial Appeal 

 

“Despite his imaginative approach to his instrument, Calvin 
Newborn has never fully received the attention he’s due, and has 
spent a lifetime in the shadow of his brother’s legacy.”  —Cadence 

Artist Calvin Newborn 
Title Up City 
Selection # YD21157 
UPC 823800115725 
Prebook  
Street Date 05/10/05 
Retail $15.95 
Genre Jazz 
Run Time 1:10:54 
Box Lot 30, standard jewel case 
Label Yellow Dog Records 
Format CD 
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